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Salome (the accent is on the first syllable) was a primitive,
sinuous creature, whom any reasonable man would
describe as "a nasty piece of work/5 I thought she might
even have accepted Herod's offer of his fifty white pea-
cocks, if only to torture and eat them afterwards,
feathers and all.

I find Richard Strauss's sweeping music, especially as
interpreted by Clemens Kraus, the director of the opera,
eminently suited to Oscar Wilde's ornate tragedy, and
prefer his music in this form than when it is allied to
comedy. Operatic libretti of comic intent breathe such
a flavour of mid-European humour, heavy-handed and
obvious. One excepts an Italian opera like Gianni
Schicchi, a gem of cynical Florentine wit adorned by
the music of Puccini,

As a general rule German girls do not make the best
of themselves. Their standard of feminine efficiency, if
not of beauty, may be higher than that of our English
girls, but they are restricted very severely over the
question of "make-up."

Quite the most attractive girl whom I have met here
is Baroness Maditt von Skrbensky, whose father is a
prominent member of the German Jockey Club: she
speaks excellent English, has the figure of an American
or English girl, and is nearly always taken for such.
Hence she is not nervous about the "make-up" question.

A kindly friend had appointed her my guide, an
appointment which I most heartily endorsed, though
it cannot have been so amusing for her to have trotted
out a complete stranger to the Deutsche museum, beer-
houses, Faschinge and the Bavarian Alps and lakes with-